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L;abilltg of Covermrgant fmployeas forANégJigggga" L

i. %t the request of Eitha following ques-
tions concerning the lisbility of an yaiployes of the 0.3
for dussges recsulting froz en automoblle acoldent caused

by his own negligencs while acting ia’ the scope of his
ampioyment were checked: . :

{o) whether any Congressicnal act exonerated
Federal szocloyecs from Llability te third partiecs
under sudih circunstences; :

(b} whsther Congres:c had by special ot
rolicyec izdividuzl eamployees from suoh llability.

o, .ith Temgard to the firsi point, a goneral statute
fothorlsed hepdr of Federal departuments to adjust claims
for e wg.. Lo private property noi dxcseding #1000, .
coused by the negligence ol any”offiqgr'oruﬁmployea»acting»
within the seore of his employment (31 U. 3. C. 218). ‘The
seerclery of Jiste has simliar rowers to ssttls claims
eTicing froa boe Yect or onmdssioa” of United 3tutes officers
oY mopioveer in territories where the United Shutes has
extrover-itoriel jurisdiction (31 U, 8. 0. 224a). The
vootusooer GFoperel wmay specirfically settle even those
claime (up 0 o500 in amount, arisging frow the nagligence
of Poat 0Lfice e.ployess acting in tle scope of their saploy-
sent (51 U. o. C. 254c). 7The Attorngy General cen also
settle cleiws cgoinct FEI agente, who were not aoting in
the scops of thelr cmployment {8L ¥. S. C, ZRk4b). On the
cther hond, the secrctery of lar cannot settle clains
arising fro. the negligence of War Dopertment emplayses
{31 Ua. o» C. 28%b; ses alse U. O, Colle, Ssc. 1-902 /80:1087) .
It will be rnoted that uone of these ptatutes ralieve the T
exployoe of any parsonal l1iability for bis negligence o
g psricn injurtd theredy. ‘ ‘ . :

3., 4 recent S.prsme Cours decliision reafrirms %he
principie thet evou public instrusentalities or publle
officers sre individuslly lisble as iagents for their
own negligeunce. Brady v. Roosevelt B3 Co., 317 U, Se
575, 87 L. . 471, 63 Sup. Ct. 420, rev. 126 ¥ {24)
16%, certicrarl granted 317 U. 3. 808, 63 Sup. Ct. 54,
&7 L. 8. 499, certiorari denlad Roosevelt 55 Co. v, Brady,
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ole Y. O. 783, 63 Sup, Ct, 1320, 87 L. Ea, 1714, .
rehesring denied, 316 U, 3. 799, 83 Sup, Ct. 459, :
“7 les E@. 1165 {1l942). In thut ¢ase the administratrlx
°f Lhie estede of u customs officlel wio wos killed ss
the recult of the bresking of o defaective Pung ina:
dedder wiille boarfing a vessel operated for the "~ -
Lultea Utates _aritine Co.aiesioner, its owner, by
the fdoosevelt .5 Co., & privete agency, sued the
Steasnshlp company for demages under the Sults in -
sludraliy set. It was originally hsld thet o muritiive
tort wes involved; thet under the ect the remedy was
exclusively egoinst the United Btstes or the United
ctebes suritiue Coumdssion, The Siupreme Court re- -
verzed this, holding that the intention of the fot
WeE nerely to praveni the United States shipring fron
being tled up by a libel in rem, and not to deprive o
S the lisbliity of private ageﬁ%ﬁf‘; ~or theiy tortn, - i
M. Justie: Douglas sald: o At i

Clhe llebility of en egent ffor his cwn negligenocs
has lons bess embeddsd in the lew, "Julnn v. Housh
gute liolgon CO.y 121 F (2) 180, is o rocent applie
ceiion of that principle to: a situstion very clowue
boo.ne present one. But thé pringiple is an . .
teiclent one and spplies #ven to certain asts of
pubile oificers oy publle instrumentalities, AB
Sluied In Sloen shiprards C EBes V. imergency Floot
EOThwy ©0L U, . D84 53?{"%Au_1nstrumentali ¥y of
govarruent he mignt be and for “he srrsatest eudy,
vut whe ugent, because he ia agant, does not ceusae
To be cnowerablc for nis votg,'?

o 4. The caue prinoiple is ufifirmsd by implication in
15 C. G, 927 (1938), In thﬂ&gﬂéﬁﬁlgg;%ﬁ&lﬁgﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁkiﬁﬁﬁg;i'
. Buresy of Zntomology and Flea% Quistsniine wreewsd o Go 35
ment automehile to such an extent that after rapaizrs and.
sele trhe net loss to the Governmsiit was 158,80, which was
Gecided Lo e cacrgeablc to the employves. Yhe accident,
however, ousurred At & tims when fihe  emuloyes was not on.
official busize:.s. In 14 0, Go 281 (1034),an indorser
banic rsfused Liadility on & chieok cashedi to en $mposter,
eherging the Goversment with lachos, but it was decided
thet lacnes zigh . not be chargsd sgalnst the sovereign,
and vhat the Government ig not liables for the nonfeasanca, .-
ulsfessance or negligence of its officers, oiting Cooke v, .
Vo b0y B UL 0, 363, °0C, German Hank v, U. 8., 148 U, 5, 873,
57¢. In 1% C. G, 503 (1940}, disqussing the liubility og
lhe 7. for daisge to privete propervy caused by the
neg.igence ¢f &) workers acting in the scop¢ of their
employiuent, it is staved, that "in the absenue of g
specirle otetutory provision the QJovernment Ls not
iiakl: for lecs or dawrges resulting froa the naexlicent
sct of Its officers or @nployses™, oiting the IQILEn  lan
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mmergenoy Hellsl® sppropriation Yot of 1939 ard Sea. 20
0f Uhe Lot of 1938, allowing 'WPA Commissioner ané New . .
York Adwinistrater to edjust cldims up to $500. It~
would seers Le follow that in th¢ absence of sontrary
logleletion, governwent employeds remain llable to

1ilrd persons injused by their {orta.

STATINTL

O« ith regard to I sncond point . bhere
abpear to be nu private congresgional acts ralieving.-
Federsl euployees froa llability in cases where the .
Govarnment hod ssttlsd claims ardsing from their nagligence,
or in cases where judgments had ‘besn obtained agains®y
then persouslly. There are numarous private acts cone
poensatling urivete individuals for injuries suffered as
the result of nesligence of govarnment employees, See ]
Tor incvarce the Aot of Lpril 14, 1937 (Ch. 83, Sec, 420,
rrivete 27), paying £5000 to one A. D. Benpton for tha
@esth of ¢ c¢hizé killed by ar automobile operated by a
CoX employse, who is neither nampd nor relioved, See.

8l30 the fct of April 15, 1937 (Ch. $6, Sec, 318, Frivate
3%), awarding 2500 to Kdward and Aurelis Garcia for .
dunages ceussd by e COC ruck driven br Jokn House; there

“iL Lo sct relileviag House whatevsr, . 0.
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